SOCIAL

AUGUST 25, 2009

Albania, Kosovo, Montenegro to Have Joint:
Environmental Park

TIRANA - The Envi-
ronment Ministry and
SNV (The Netherlands
Development Organiza-
Ltion) have signed a
@emazandum ofunder-
standing on a joint
cross border Alps Park
among Albania and
neighhoring Kasovo
and Montenegro. The g8
agreement was signed - |
on Tuesday by Environ-
ment Minister Lufter
Xhuveli and the SNV
Albania director, Jaco-
bus Cortenraad. The
Environment Ministry
gaid the goal of this
deal i to strengthen

- cross-horder coopera-
tion and sustainable’
rural economiec devel-
opment in the region of
the “Bjeshket e Namuna” (Ac-
cursed Highlands) between
Albania and Montenegro,
The cooperation will create
stable rural communities and
a crogs-border landscape
‘through the strengthening of
environment policies in the

protected areas of the Dinaric

Alps, pregerving biodiversity.

The programnme is fi-
nanced by the Finnish Foreign
Ministry and implemented by
the International TTnion for
Conservation of Nature in
partnership with the World

Wildlite Fund, SNV and
local organizations. Sev-
eral economic develop-
ment projects, including
infrastructure, organic
apriculture and tourism
=will be implemented un-
der the projecl in the
Bieshket e Namuna,

. Around 3percent of Al-
bania‘s surface, 80-100,000
hectares isexpected tobe
part of this park, a senior
Environment M1mstry
pfficial said earlier,

The “Bjeshket ¢ Na-
mung” are a contimia-
tion of the Albanian
Alps with height up to

2,500 meters and b-7 ki-
lometerswide. The Alba-
nian Environment Min-
istry has already identi-
tied-what will be includ-
ad in the joint park project ex-
pected to be implemented by
2010, According to the minis-
try, the joint park will have an
area of 200,000 hectares in-
cluding Kosove's “Bjeshket &
Namuna” and Albania’s
northermmaost point of Vermmosh.




