Preparing pupils for life: The Banana Syllabus Manuals
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“It's now real, we can now comfortably talk of a better future for our children”. These are the words of hope from a Head Teacher at a primary school in Manicaland Province, Zimbabwe, reflecting on the opportunities for children making a living in the future from agriculture through the use of banana teaching and learning materials. Children in this Province have for years had unsuccessful academic experiences as most primary school graduates never progressed to secondary school. This is changing due to an innovative curriculum that combines academic work with practical agricultural training.

[image: image2.jpg]


32% of primary school pupils in Zimbabwe do not progress to secondary school. The years that children spend in primary schools are thus crucial giving them life skills. The primary school curriculum in Zimbabwe is very academic.  Little attention is paid to practical subjects like agriculture whereas most pupils end up farming for a living. In the Eastern region of Zimbabwe, SNV works to advocate for the need for teaching of locally relevant practical skills. 
As part of SNV’s value chain work, three primary schools have since 2009 established and maintained banana demonstration plots, where sound agronomic practices are shared with farmers. This has led to the development of banana teaching and learning materials for the pupils. The aim is to train the ‘farmers of tomorrow’ in an agricultural product that is locally and abundantly available, and which has a potential of providing pupils with a reasonable living in the future. The concept fits well with government policy to provide vocational education and local content in the school curricula. 

These documents are the result of this process. So far, 10 schools in one banana growing valley have joined the initiative and are establishing banana plantations and using the syllabus manuals.
· Banana Teaching Framework for Primary Schools
· Banana Teaching Guide for Primary Schools
· Banana - A Production Manual for Primary School Leavers and Pupils
